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who  had  hitherto  acted 
with  the  French. 


[reprinted] 


From  Feathers  ton  ha  ugh  Am.  Monthly  Journal  of  Geology , 


DECEMBER  1831. 


New  Jersey  Enterprise  Boole  and  Job  Printing  Establishment, 
Burlington,  N.  J. 


A 


THE 


JOURNAL  OF 

COL.  GEORGE  CROGHAX. 

MAY  15th,  1765.  I set  off  from  Fort  Pitt 
with  two  batteaux,  and  encamped  at 
Chartier’s  Island,  in  the  Ohio,  three  miles  be- 
low Fort  Pitt. 

16th.  Being  joined  by  the  deputies  of  the  j 
j Senecas,  Shawnesse,  and  Delawares,  that  were  1 
! to  accompany  me,  we  set  off  at  7 o’clock  in  | 
the  morning,  and  at  10  o’clock  arrived  at  the  j 
Loot’s  Town,  an  old  settlement  of  the  Shaw- 
nesse,  about  seventeen  miles  from  Fort  Pitt,  j 
where  we  put  ashore,  and  viewed  the  remains  j 
of  that  village,  which  was  situated  on  a high 
bank,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  a 
fine  fertile  country  round  it.  At  11  o’clock 
we  re-embarked  and  proceeded  down  the  1 
Ohio  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Beaver  Creek, 
about  ten  miles  below  the  Log’s  Town  ; this 
creek  empties  itself  between  two  fine  rich 
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bottoms,  a mile  wide  on  each  side  from  the 
banks  of  the  river  to  the  highlands.  About 
a mile  below  the  mouth  of  Beaver  Creek  we 
passed  an  old  settlement  of  the  Delawares, 
where  the  French,  in  1750,  built  a town  for 
that  nation.  On  the  north  side  of  the  river 
some  of  the  stone  chimneys  are  yet  remain- 
ing; here  the  highlands  come  close  to  the 
banks,  and  continue  so  for  about  five  miles. 
After  which  we  passed  several  spacious  bot- 
toms on  each  side  of  the  river,  and  came  to 
Little  Beaver  Creek,  about  fifteen  miles  be- 
low Big  Beaver  Creek  A number  of  small 
rivulets  fall  into  the  river  on  each  side.  F rom 
thence  we  sailed  to  Yellow  Creek,  being  about 
fifteen  miles  from  the  last  mentioned  creek  ; 
here  and  there  the  hills  come  close  to  the  banks 
of  the  river  on  each  side,  but  where  there  are 
bottoms,  they  are  very  large,  and  well  water- 
ed; numbers  of  small  rivulets  running  through 
them,  falling  into  the  Ohio  on  both  sides. 
We  encamped  on  the  river  bank,  and  find  a 
great  part  of  the  trees  in  the  bottoms  are 
covered  with  grape  vines.  This  day  we  pas- 
sed by  eleven  islands,  one  of  which  being 
about  seven  miles  long.  For  the  most  part 
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of  the  way  we  made  this  day,  the  hanks  of 
j the  river  are  high  and  steep.  The  course  of 
the  Ohio  from  Fort  Pitt  to  the  mouth  of  Bea- 
ver Creek  inclines  to  the  north-west ; from 
thence  to  the  two  creeks  partly  due  west, 

17th.  At  fi  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  em- 
barked, and  were  delighted  with  the  prospect 
of  a fine  open  country  on  each  side  of  the 
i river  as  we  passed  down.  We  came  to  a place 
j called  the  Two  Creeks,  about  fifteen  miles 
| from  Yellow  Creek,  where  we  put  to  shore ; 
i here  the  Senecas  have  a village  on  a high 
| bank,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  ; the  chief 
i of  this  village  offered  me  his  service  to  go 
I with  me  to  the  Illinois,  which  I could  not  re- 
; fuse  for  fear  of  giving  him  offence,  although 
I had  a sufficient  number  of  deputies  with  me 
already.  From  thence  we  proceeded  down 
the  river,  passed  many  large,  rich,  and  fine 
bottoms;  the  highlands  being  at  a consider* 
j able  distance  from  the  river  banks,  till  we 
came  to  the  Buffalo  Creek,  being  about  ten 
miles  below  the  Seneca  village  ; and  from 
Buffalo  Creek  we  proceeded  down  the  river 
to  Fat  Meat  Creek,  about  thirty  miles.  The 
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face  of  the  country  appears  much  like  what 
we  met  with  before ; large,  rich,  and  well 
watered  bottoms,  then  succeeded  by  the  hills 
pinching  close  on  the  river  ; these  bottoms, 
on  the  north  side,  appear  rather  low,  and  con- 
sequently subject  to  inundations,  in  the  spring 
of  the  year,  when  there  never  fails  to  be  high 
freshes  in  the  Ohio,  owing  to  the  melting  of 
the  snows.  This  day  we  passed  by  ten  fine 
islands,  though  the  greatest  part  of  them  are 
small.  They  lay  much  higher  out  of  the  wa- 
ter than  the  mainland,  and  of  course  less  sub- 
ject to  be  flooded  by  the  freshes.  At  night 
we  encamped  near  an  ^Indian  village.  The 
general  course  of  the  river  from  the  Two 
Creeks  to  Fat  Meat  Creek  inclines  to  the 
south-west 


j 


18th.  At  6 o'clock,  A.  M.  we  set  off  in  our 
batteaux ; the  country  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  appears  delightful  ; the  hills  are  several 
| miles  from  the  river  banks,  and  consequently 
the  bottoms  large;  the  soil,  timber,  and 
banks  of  the  river,  much  like  those  we  have 
before  described  ; about  fifty  miles  below  the 
Fat  Meat  Creek,  we  enter  the  long  reach. 
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where  the  river  runs  a straight  course  for 
i twenty  miles,  and  makes  a delightful  pros- 
| pect ; the  banks  continue  high  ; the  country  j 
i on  both  sides,  level,  rich,  and  well  watered.  | 

| At  the  lower  end  of  the  reach  we  encamped,  j 
This  day  we  passed  nine  islands,  some  ot  j 
which  are  large,  and  lay  high  out  of  the 
water. 

19th.  We  decamped  at  six  in  the  morning,  j 
and  sailed  to  a place  called  the  Three  Islands,  j 
| being  about  fifteen  miles  from  our  last  en- 
: campment;  here  the  highlands  come  close  to  I 
the  river  banks,  and  the  bottoms  for  the  most  j 
part — till  we  come  to  the  Muskingum  (or  j 
i Elk)  river — are  but  narrow  : this  river  empties  j 
itself  into  the  Ohio  about  fifteen  miles  below  j 
the  Three  Islands  ; the  banks  of  the  river  con- 
tinue steep,  and  the  country  is  level  for  sev-  ' 
eral  miles  back  from  the  river.  The  course 
of  the  river  from  Fat  Meat  Creek  to  Elk 
River,  is  about  south-west  and  by  south. 
We  proceeded  down  the  river  about  fifteen 
miles,  to  the  mouth  of  Little  Oonhawa  Riven 
with  little  or  no  alteration  in  the  face  of  the 
country  ; here  we  encamped  in  a fine  rich 
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bottom,  after  having  passed  fourteen  islands, 

! some  of  them  large,  and  mostly  lying  high 
out  of  the  water.  Here  buffaloes,  hears, 
turkeys,  with  all  other  kinds  of  wild  game  are 
extremely  plenty.  A good  hunter,  without 
much  fatigue  to  himself,  could  here  supply 
daily  one  hundred  men  with  meat.  The 
course  of  the  Ohio,  from  Elk  River  to  Little 
Conhawa,  is  about  south. 

20th.  At  six  in  the  morning  we  embarked 
in  our  boats,  and  proceeded  down  to  the 
mouth  of  Hochocken  or  Bottle  River,  where 
we  were  obliged  to  encamp,  having  a strong 
head  wind  against  us.  We  made  but  twenty 
miles  this  day,  and  passed  by  five  very  fine 
islands ; the  country  the  whole  way  being 
rich  and  level,  with  high  and  steep  banks  to 
the  rivers.  From  here  I despatched  an  Indian 
to  the  Plains  of  Scioto,  with  a letter  to  the 
French  traders  from  the  Illinois  residing 
I there,  amongst  the  Shawnesse,  requiring  them 
to  come  and  join  me  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Scioto,  in  order  to  proeeed  with  me  to  their 
own  country,  and  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  as  they  were  now 
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become  his  subjects,  and  had  no  right  to  trade 
| there  without  license.  At  the  same  time,  I 
j sent  messages  to  the  Shawnesse  Indians  to 
! oblige  the  French  to  come  to  me  in  case  of 
j refusal. 

21st.  We  embarked  at  half  past  8 o’clock 
in  the  morning,  and  sailed  to  a place  called 
the  Big  Bend,  about  thirty-five  miles  below 
j Bottle  Kiver.  The  course  of  the  Ohio,  from  ; 

Little  Conhawa  river  to  Big  Bend,  is  about 
| south-west  bv  south.  The  country  hereabouts 

i " *■ 

j abounds  with  buffaloe,  bears,  deer,  and  all 

sorts  of  wild  game,  in  such  plenty,  that  we 

killed  out  of  our  boats  as  much  as  we  wanted. 

i We  proceeded  down  the  river  to  the 

Buffalo  Bottom,  about  ten  miles  from  the  be- 

ginning  of  the  Big  Bend,  where  we  encamped. 

The  country  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  ; 

J > j 

much  the  same  as  we  passed  the  day  before.  ; 

This  day  we  passed  nine  islands  all  lying  j 

high  out  of  the  water. 

22d.  At  half  an  hour  past  five  o’clock,  set 
off  and  sailed  to  a place,  called  the  Alum 
Hill,  so  called  from  the  great  quantity  of  that 
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mineral  found  there  by  the  Indians ; this 
' place  lays  about  ten  miles  from  Buffalo  Bot- 
tom; thence  we  sailed  to  the  mouth  of  Great 
Conlmwa  River,  being  ten  miles  from  the 
Alum  Hill.  The  course  of  the  river,  from 
the  Great  Bend  to  this  place,  is  mostly  west ; 
from  hence  we  proceeded  down  to  Little  Guy- 
ondott  River,  where  we  encamped,  about 
thirty  miles  from  Great  Conhawa;  the  country 
still  fine  and  level  ; the  banks  of  the  river 
high,  with  abundance  of  creeks  and  rivulets 
falling  into  it.  This  day  we  passed  six  fine 
islands.  In  the  evening  one  of  our  Indians 
discovered  three  Cherokees  near  our  encamp- 
ment, which  obliged  our  Indians  to  keep  out 
a good  guard  the  first  part  of  the  night. 
Our  party  being  pretty  strong,  I imagine  the 
Cherokees  were  afraid  to  attack  us,  and  so 
ran  otf. 

23d.  Decamped  about  five  in  the  morning, 
i and  arrived  at  Big  Guyandott,  t wenty  miles 
from  our  last  encampment : the  country  as  of 
yesterday ; from  hence  we  proceeded  down 
to  Sandy  River,  being  twenty  miles  further; 
thence  to  the  mouth  of  Scioto,  about  forty 
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miles  from  the  last  mentioned  river.  The 

i 

; general  course  of  the  river,  from  Great  Con- 
| hawa,  to  this  place,  inclines  to  the  south- 
west. The  soil  rich,  the  country  level,  and 
the  banks  of  the  river  high.  The  soil  on  the  ! 
banks  of  the  Scioto,  for  a vast  distance  up  j 
the  country,  is  prodigious  rich,  the  bottoms  j 
very  wide,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  1 
! manv  of  them  are  hooded,  so  that  the  river 
\ appears  to  be  two  or  three  miles  wide.  Bears,  I 
| deer,  turkevs,  and  most  sorts  of  wild  ^ame  ' 
are  very  plenty  on  the  banks  of  this  river,  i 
' On  the  Ohio,  just  below  the  mouth  of  Scioto, 
on  a high  bank,  near  forty  feet,  formerly  stood 
the  Shawnesse  town,  called  the  Lower  Town, 
which  was  all  carried  away,  except  three  or  ! 
four  houses,  by  a great  hood  in  the  Scioto.  I j 
was  in  the  town  at  the  time,  though  the  j 
banks  of  the  Ohio  were  so  high,  the  water 
was  nine  feet  on  the  top,  which  obliged  the  j 
j whole  town  to  take  to  their  canoes,  and  move  | 
with  their  effects  to  the  hills.  The  Shawnesse 
afterwards  built  their  town  On  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  which,  during  the  French 
war,  they  abandoned,  for  fear  of  the  Virgin- 
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ians,  and  removed  to  the  plains  on  Scioto. 

1 The  Ohio  is  about  one  hundred  yards  wider  j 
here  than  at  Fort  Pitt,  which  is  but  a small 
augmentation,  considering  the  great  number 
of  rivers  and  creeks,  that  fall  into  it  during 
the  course  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  miles  ; 
and  as  it  deepens  but  very  little,  I imagine 
the  waters  sink,  though  there  is  no  visible 
appearance  of  it.  In  general  all  the  lands  on 
the  Scioto  River,  as  well  as  the  bottoms  on 
Ohio,  are  too  rich  for  anything  but  hemp, 
flax  or  Indian  corn. 

24th,  25th,  and  26th.  Stayed  at  the  mouth 
of  Scioto,  waiting  for  the  Shawnesse  and 
French  traders,  who  arrived  here  on  the 
evening  of  the  26th,  in  consequence  of  the 
message  I sent  them  from  Hochocken,  or  Bot- 
tle creek. 

27th.  The  Indians  requested  me  to  stay 
this  day  which  I could  not  refuse. 

28th.  We  s£t  off;  passing  down  the  Ohio, 
the  country  on  both  sides  the  river  level  ; the 
banks  continue  high.  This  day  we  came 
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: sixty  miles  ; passed  no  islands.  The  river 
j being  wider  and  deeper,  we  drove  all  night. 

29th.  We  came  to  the  little  Miame  River, 

! having  proceeded  sixty  miles  last  night. 


30th.  We  passed  the  great  Miame  River, 
about  thirty  miles  from  the  little  river  of  that 
name,  and  in  the  evening  arrived  at  the  place 
where  the  Elephants'  hones  are  found,  where 
we  encamped,  intending  to  take  a view  of 
the  place  next  morning.  This  day  we  came 
about  seventy  miles.  The  country  on  both 
sides  level,  and  rich  bottoms  well  watered. 


31st.  Early  in  the  morning  we  went  to  the 
| great  Lick , where  those  hones  are  only  found, 

| about  four  miles  from  the  river,  on  the  south - 
i east  side.  In  our  way  we  passed  through  a 
! -fine  timbered  clear  wood ; we  came  into  a large 
road  which  the  buffaloes  have  beaten , spacious 
enough  for  two  wagons  to  go  abreast,  and  lead - 
: ing  straight  into  the  Lick.  It  appears  that 
there  are  vast  quantities  of  these  bones  lying 
! five  or  six  feet  under  ground,  which  we  dis- 

i 0 7 

covered  in  the  bank  at  the  edge  of  the  Lick. 


We  found  here  two  tusks  above  six  feet 


' 


14 


JOURNAL  OF  COL.  G FORGE  CROGHAN. 


long  ; we  carried  one,  with  some  other  bones, 

! to  our  boats,  and  set  off.  This  day  we  pro- 
' ceeded  down  the  river  about  eighty  miles, 
through  a country  much  the  same  as  already 
described,  since  we  passed  the  Scioto.  In 
this  day’s  journey  we  passed  the  mouth  of 
the  River  Kentucky,  or  Holsteifs  river. 


JUNE  1st.  We  arrived  within  a mile  of  the 
Falls  of  Ohio,  where  we  encamped,  after 
coming  about  fifty  miles  this  day. 

2d.  Early  in  the  morning*  we  embarked, 
and  passed  the  Falls.  The  river  being  very 
low  we  were  obliged  to  lighten  our  boats,  and 
pass  on  the  north  side  of  a little  island,  which 
lays  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  hi  general, 
what  is  called  the  Fall  here,  is  no  more  than 
rapids;  and  in  the  least  fresh,  a batteau  of 
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i any  size  may  come  and  go  on  each  side  with- 
i out  any  risk.  This  day  we  proceeded  sixty  j 
| miles,  in  the  course  of  which  we  passed  Pid- 
j geon  River.  The  country  pretty  high  on  each 
side  of  the  River  Ohio. 


3d.  In  the  forepart  of  this  day's  course,  we  ! 
passed  high  lands  ; about  midday  we  came  ; 
to  a fine,  fiat,  and  level  country,  called  by  the  | 
Indians  the  Low  Lands  ; no  hills  to  be  seen.  ! 
We  came  about  eighty  miles  this  day,  and 
encamped. 


I 


i 

! 

i 


I 


4th.  We  came  to  a place  called  the  Five 
Islands  ; these  islands  are  very  long,  and  suc- 
ceed one  another  in  a chain ; the  country 
still  fiat  and  level,  the  soil  exceedingly  rich, 
and  well  watered.  The  high  lands  are  at 
least  fiftv  miles  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  i 
In  this  day’s  course  we  passed  about  ninety  j 
miles,  the  current  being  very  strong. 

5th.  Having  passed  the  Five  Islands,  we  ! 
came  to  a place  called  the  Owl  River.  Came 
about  forty  miles  this  day.  The  country 
the  same  as  yesterday. 

6th.  We  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Ouabache, 
where  we  found  a breast-work  erected,  sup- 
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posed  to  be  done  by  the  Indians.  The  mouth 
of  the  river  is  about  two  hundred  yards  wide,  I 
and  in  its  course  runs  through  one  of  the 
finest  countries  in  the  world,  the  lands  being 
exceedingly  rich,  and  well  watered : here 
hemp  might  be  raised  in  immense  quantities. 
All  the  bottoms,  and  almost  the  whole  coun- 
try abounds  with  great  plenty  of  the  white 
and  red  mulberry  tree  These  trees  are  to 
| be  found  in  great  plenty,  in  all  places  between 
| the  mouth  of  Scioto  and  the  Ouabache  : the 
soil  of  the  latter  affords  this  tree  in  plenty  as  ' 
far  as  Ouicatonon,  and  some  few  on  the 
Miame  River.  Several  large  fine  islands  lie 
in  the  Ohio,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Oua- 
bache, the  banks  of  which  are  high,  and  con- 
sequently free  from  inundations;  hence  wo 
proceeded  down  the  river  about  six  miles  to 
encamp,  as  I judged  some  Indians  were  sent 
to  way-lay  us,  and  came  to  a place  called  the 
i Old  Shawnesse  Village,  some  of  that  nation 
having  formerly  lived  there.  In  this  day’s 
proceedings  we  came  about  seventy-six  miles. 
The  general  course  of  the  river,  from  Scioto 
to  this  place,  is  south-west. 
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7th.  We  stayed  here,  and  despatched  two 
Indians  to  the  Illinois  by  land,  with  letters  to 
Lord  Frazer,  an  English  officer,  who  had 
been  sent  there  from  Fort  Pitt,  and  Monsieur  1 
St.  An^e,  the  French  commanding  officer  at 
Fort  Chartres,  and  some  speeches  to  the  In- 
dians there,  letting  them  know  of  my  arrival 
here;  that  peace  was  made  between  us  and  j 
the  Six  Nations,  Delawares,  and  Sliawnesse,  ; 
and  of  my  having  a number  of  deputies  of ; 
those  nations,  along  with  me,  to  conclude 
matters  with  them  also  on  my  arrival  there,  j 
This  day  one  of  my  men  w ent  into  the  w oods  1 
and  lost  himself. 


l 8th.  At  day-break  we  were  attacked  by  a j 
party  of  Indians,  consisting  of  eighty  war- 
riors ot  the  Kiceapoos  and  Musquattimes,  j 
who  killed  two  of  my  men  and  three  Indians,  i 
wounded  myself  and  all  the  rest  of  my  party,  i 
except  two  white  men  and  one  Indian  ; then  | 
made  myself  and  all  the  white  men  prisoners,  j 
plundering  us  of  every  thing  we  had.  A 1 
deputy  of  the  Sliawnesse  wrho  was  shot 
through  the  thigh,  having  concealed  himself 
in  the  woods  for  a few  minutes  after  he  wras 


v 


i8 


JOURNAL  OF  COL.  G FORGE  CROGH AN. 


wounded — not  knowing:  but  they  were  south- 
| ern  Indians,  who  are  always  at  war  with  the 
northward  Indians — after  discovering’  what 
nation  they  were,  came  up  to  them  and  made 
a very  bold  speech,  telling  them  that  the 
whole  northward  Indians  would  join  in  taking- 
revenge  for  the  insult  and  murder  of  their 
people;  this  alarmed  those  savages  very  much, 
who  began  excusing  themselves,  saying  their 
| fathers  the  French,  had  spirited  them  up,  tell- 
ing them  that  the  Indians  were  coming  with 
; a body  of  southern  Indians  to  take  their 
| country  from  them,  and  enslave  them;  that 
it  was  this  that  induced  them  to  commit  this 
outrage.  After  dividing  the  plunder,  (they 
left  great  part  of  the  heaviest  effects  behind, 
not  being  able  to  carry  them,)  they  set  off 
with  us  to  their  village  of  Ouattonon,  in  a 
great  hurry,  being  in  dread  of  a pursuit  from 
a large  party  of  Indians  which  they  suspected 
were  coming  after  me.  Our  course  was 
through  a thick  woody  country,  crossing  a 
great  many  swamps,  morasses,  and  beaver 
ponds.  We  travelled  this  day  about  forty- 
two  miles. 
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j 9th.  An  hour  before  day  we  set  out  on  our 
! inarch  ; passed  through  thick  woods,  some  j 
j high  lands,  and  small  savannahs,  badly  wat-.j 
| ered.  Travelled  this  day  about  thirty  miles,  i 

10th.  We  set  out  very  early  in  the  morning, 
and  marched  through  a high  country,  ex- 
| tremely  well  timbered,  for  three  hours;  then  j 
| came  to  a branch  of  the  Ouabache,  which 
we  crossed.  The  remainder  of  this  day  we  I 
travelled  through  fine  rich  bottoms,  over- 

| grown  with  reeds,  which  make  the  best  pas-  ! 

! ture  in  the  world,  the  voting  reeds  being  j 

•/  O c5  j 

I preferable  to  sheaf  oats.  Here  is  great  plenty  j 

| of  wild  game  of  all  kinds.  Came  this  day  j 
I about  twenty-eight,  or  thirty  miles. 

11th.  At  day-break  we  set  off,  making  our  ! 
" . , ° 

way  through  a thin  woodland,  interspersed  ! 

with  savannahs.  1 suffered  extremelv  bv  I 

reason  of  the  excessive  heat  of  the  weather,  1 

I 

and  scarcity  of  water;  the  little  springs  and  i 
runs  being  dried  up.  Travelled  this  day  j 
about  thirty  miles. 

12th.  We  passed  through  some  large  savan- 
nahs and  clear  woods  ; in  the  afternoon  we 


> 


20 


JOURNAL  OF  COL.  GF.ORCE  CROGHAN. 


came  to  the  Ouabache  ; then  marched  along 
| it  through  a prodigious  rich  bottom,  over- 
grown with  reeds  and  wild  hemps  ; all  this 
bottom  is  well  watered,  and  an  exceeding  tine 
hunting  ground.  Came  this  day  about  thirty 
miles. 

13th.  About  an  hour  before  day  we  set  out; 
travelled  through  such  bottoms  as  yesterday, 
and  through  some  large  meadows,  where  no 
trees,  for  several  miles  together,  are  to  be 
seen.  Buffaloes,  deer,  and  bears  are  here  in 
great  plenty.  We  travelled  about  twenty- 
six  miles  this  day. 

14th.  The  country  we  travelled  through 
this  day,  appears  the  same  we  described  yes- 
terday, excepting  this  afternoon’s  journey 
through  wood  land,  to  cut  off  a bend  of  the 
river.  Came  about  twenty-seven  miles  this 
day. 

15th.  We  set  out  very  early,  and  about  one 
o’clock  came  to  the  Ouabache,  within  six  or 
seven  miles  of  Port  Vincent.  On  my  arrival 
there,  I found  a village  of  about  eighty  or 
ninety  French  families  settled  on  the  east  side 
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of  this  river,  being  one  of  the  finest  situations 
that  can  be  found.  The  country  is  level  and 
clear,  and  the  soil  very  rich,  producing  wheat 
and  tobacco.  I think  the  latter  preferable  to 
that  of  Maryland  or  Virginia.  The  French 
inhabitants  hereabouts,  are  an  idle,  lazy  peo- 
ple, a parcel  of  renegadoes  from  Canada,  and 
are  much  worse  than  the  Indians.  They  took 
a secret  pleasure  at  our  misfortunes,  and  the 
moment  we  arrived,  they  came  to  the  Indians, 
exchanging  trifles  for  their  valuable  plunder. 
As  the  savages  took  from  me  a considerable 


i 

i 


| quantity  of  gold  and  silver  in  specie,  the  j 
| French  traders  extorted  ten  half  johannes  j 
I from  them  for  one  pound  of  vermilion.  Here 
! is  likewise  an  Indian  village  of  the  Pyanke- 
shaws,  who  were  much  displeased  with  the 
: party  that  took  me,  telling  them  that  “our 
j and  your  chiefs  are  gone  to  make  peace,  and 
you  have  begun  a war,  for  which  our  women 
| and  children  will  have  reason  to  cry.”  From  j 
, this  post  the  Indians  permitted  me  to  write  ^ 
to  the  Commander,  at  Fort  Chartres,  but 
would  not  suffer  me  to  write  to  any  body  else, 
(this  I apprehend  was  a precaution  of  the 
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French,  lest  their  villany  should  be  perceived 
too  soon,)  although  the  Indians  had  given 
me  permission  to  write  to  Sir  William  John- 
son and  Fort  Pitt  on  our  march,  before  we 
arrived  at  this  place.  But  immediately  after 
our  arrival  they  had  a private  council  with 
the  French,  in  which  the  Indians  urged,  (as 
they  afterwards  informed  me,)  that  as  the 
French  had  engaged  them  in  so  bad  an  affair, 
which  was  likely  to  bring  a war  on  their 
nation,  they  now  expected  a proof  of  their 
promise  and  assistance.  Then  delivered  the 
French  a scalp  and  part  of  the  plunder,  and 
wanted  to  deliver  some  presents  to  the  Pyan- 
keshaws,  but  they  refused  to  accept  of  any, 
and  declared  they  Avould  not  be  concerned  in 
the  affair.  This  last  information  I got  from 
the  Pyankesluiws,  as  I had  been  well  ac- 
quainted with  them  several  years  before  this 
time. 

Port  Vincent  is  a place  of  great  conse- 
quence for  trade,  being  a tine  hunting  country 
all  along  the  Ouabache,  and  too  far  for  the 
Indians,  which  reside  hereabouts,  to  go  either 
to  the  Illinois,  or  elsewhere,  to  fetch  their 
necessaries. 
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16th.  We  were  obliged  to  stay  here  to 
I get  some  little  apparel  made  up  for  us,  and  to 
j buy  some  horses  for  our  journey  to  Ouicato- 
! non,  promising  payment  at  Detroit,  for  we 
| could  not  procure  horses  from  the  French  for 
; hire ; though  we  were  greatly  fatigued,  and 
j our  spirits  much  exhausted  in  our  late  march, 

! they  would  lend  us  no  assistance. 

17th.  At  midday  we  set  out ; travelling  the 
first  five  miles  through  a fine  thick  wood. 
We  travelled  eighteen  miles  this  day,  and  en- 
camped in  a large,  beautiful,  well  watered  1 
meadow. 

18th  and  19th.  We  travelled  through  a ! 
prodigious  large  meadow,  called  the  Pyanke-  ; 
| shaw’s  Hunting  Ground:  here  is  no  wood  to  j 
be  seen,  and  the  country  appears  like  an  j 
ocean  ; the  ground  is  exceedingly  rich,  and  : 
partly  overgrown  with  wild  hemp;  the  land,  i 
well  watered,  and  full  of  buffaloe,  deer,  bears, 
and  all  kinds  of  wild  game. 

20th  and  21st.  We  passed  through  some 
very  large  meadows,  part  of  which  belong  to 
the  Pyankeshaws  on  Vermilion  River ; the 
country  and  soil  much  the  same  as  that  we 
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travelled  over  for  these  three  days  past ; wild 
j hemp  grows  here  in  abundance  ; the  game 
| very  plenty  ; at  any  time,  in  half  an  hour  we 
could  kill  as  much  as  we  wanted. 

22d.  We  passed  through  part  of  the  same 
meadow  as  mentioned  yesterday  ; then  came 
to  a high  woodland,  and  arrived  a’.  Vermilion 
River,  so  called  from  a fine  red  earth  found 
here  by  the  Indians,  with  which  they  paint 
themselves.  About  half  a mile  from  the 
place  where  wre  crossed  this  river,  there  is  a 
village  of  Pyankeshaws,  distinguished  by  the 
addition  of  the  name  of  the  river.  We  then 
travelled  about  three  hours,  through  a clear 
high  wood}  country,  but  a deep  and  rich  soil ; 
then  came  to  a meadow',  where  we  encamped. 

23d.  Early  in  the  morning  wre  set  out 
through  a fine  meadow,  then  some  clear 
woods;  in  the  afternoon  came  into  a very 
large  bottom  on  the  Ouabache,  within  six 
miles  of  Ouicatanon ; here  I met  several 
chiefs  of  the  Iviccapoos  and  Musquattimes, 
w ho  spoke  to  their  young  men  who  had  taken 
us,  and  reprimanded  them  severely  for  what 
they  had  done  to  me,  after  which  they  re- 
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turned  with  us  to  their  village,  and  delivered 
us  all  to  their  chiefs. 

The  distance  from  Port  Vincent  to  Ouicat-  j 
anon  is  two  hundred  and  ten  miles.  This 
| place  is  situated  on  the  Ouabache.  About 
| fourteen  French  families  are  living  in  the  fort, 

o 7 

\ which  stands  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 

i 

; l 

The  Kicapoos  and  Musquattimes,  whose 

warriors  had  taken  us,  live  nigh  the  fort,  on 
the  same  side  of  the  river,  where  they  have 
two  villages  ; and  the  Ouicatonons  have  a ; 
village  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  At  j 
our  arrival  at  this  post,  several  of  the  W aw-  i 
1 cottonans,  (or  Ouicatonans)  with  whom  I had  ’ 
been  formerly  acquainted,  came  to  visit  me,  j 
§ and  seemed  greatly  concerned  at  what  had  j 
happened.  They  went  immediately  to  the  ! 
Kiccapoos  and  Musquatimes,  and  charged  ; 
them  to  take  the  greatest  care  of  us,  till  their  i 
chiefs  should  arrive  from  the  Illinois,  where  I 
they  were  gone  to  meet  me  some  time  ago, 
and  who  were  entirely  ignorant  of  this  affair, 
and  said  the  French  had  spirited  up  this  party 
to  go  and  strike  us. 

i 
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The  French  have  a very  great  influence 
i over  these  Indians,  and  never  fail  in  telling 
them  many  lies  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
Majesty’s  interest,  by  making  the  English 
nation  odious  and  hateful  to  them.  I had 
the  greatest  difficulties  in  removing  these 
prejudices.  As  these  Indians  are  a weak, 
foolish,  and  credulous  people,  they  are  easily 
imposed  on  by  a designing  people,  who  have 
led  them  hitherto  as  they  pleased.  The 
French  told  them  that  as  the  southern  Indians 
had  for  two  years  past  made  war  on  them,  it 
must  have  been  at  the  instigation  of  the 
English,  who  are  a bad  people.  However  I 
have  been  fortunate  enough  to  remove  their 
prejudice,  and,  in  a great  measure,  their  sus- 
picions against  the  English.  The  country 
hereabouts  is  exceedingly  pleasant,  being 
open  and  clear  for  many  miles  ; the  soil  very 
rich  and  well  watered  ; all  plants  have  a quick 
vegetation,  and  the  climate  very  temperate 
through  the  winter.  This  post  has  always 
been  a very  considerable  trading  place.  The 
great  plenty  of  furs  taken  in  this  country,  in- 
duced the  French  to  establish  this  post,  which 
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was  the  first  on  the  Onabaehe,  and  by  a very 
advantageous  trade  they  have  been  richly 
recompensed  for  their  labour. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  Ouabache  runs  a 
high  bank,  in  which  are  several  very  fine  coal  j 
mines,  and  behind  this  bank,  is  a very  large  ; 

meadow,  clear  for  several  miles.  It  is  sur-  j 

...  1 

prising  what  false  information  we  have  had  | 

respecting  this  country:  some  mention  these  j 

spacious  and  beautiful  meadows  as  large  and  ; 

barren  savannahs.  I apprehend  it  has  been  j 

the  artifice  of  the  French  to  keep  us  ignorant 

of  the  country.  These  meadows  bear  very 

fine  wild  grass,  and  wild  hemp  ten  or  twelve 

feet  high,  which,  if  properly  manufactured, 

would  prove  as  good,  and  answer  all  the  pur-  I 

poses  of  the  hemp  we  cultivate. 


JULY  25th.  We  set  out  from  this  place 
(after  settling  all  matters  happily  with 
the  natives)  for  the  Miames,  and  travelled 


; 
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the  whole  way  through  a hue,  rich  bottom, 
! overgrown  with  wild  hemp,  alongside  the 
Ouabache,  till  we  came  to  Eel  River,  where 
we  arrived  the  27th.  About  six  miles  up  this 
river  is  a small  village  of  the  Twightwee, 
situated  on  a very  delightful  spot  of  ground 
on  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  Eel  river  heads 
near  St.  Joseph’s,  and  runs  ^nearly  parallel  to 
the  Miames,  and  at  some  few  miles  distance 
from  it,  through  a fine,  pleasant  country,  and 
after  a course  of  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty  miles  empties  itself  into  the  Oua- 
bache. 

28tli,  29th,  30th  and  31st.  We  travelled 
still  alongside  the  Eel  River,  passing  through 
fine,  clear  woods  and  some  good  meadows, 
though  not  so  large  as  those  we  passed  some 
days  before.  The  country  is  more  overgrown 
with  woods,  the  soil  is  sufficiently  rich,  and 
well  watered  with  springs. 


AUGUST  1st.  We  arrived  at  the  carry- 
ing place  between  the  River  Miames 
and  the  Ouabache,  which  is  about  nine  miles 
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long  in  dry  seasons,  but  not  above  half  that 
I length  in  freshes.  The  head  of  the  Ouabache,  j 
| is  about  forty  miles  from  this  place,  and  after  j 
a course  of  about  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  from  the  head  spring,  through  one  of  j 
; the  finest  countries  in  the  world,  it  empties 
itself  into  the  Ohio.  The  navigation  from 
' hence  to  Ouicatanon,  is  very  difficult  in  low 
water,  on  account  of  many  rapids  and  rifts  ; j 
\ but  in  freshes,  which  generally  happen  in  the  i 
| spring  and  fall,  batteaux  or  canoes  will  pass  | 
without  difficulty,  from  here  to  Ouicatanon  in  ! 
three  days,  which  is  about  two  hundred  and 
forty  miles,  and  by  land  two  hundred  and  ! 
I ten  miles  From  Ouicatanon  to  Port  i 
Vincent,  and  thence  to  the  Ohio,  batteaux  and  | 
I canoes  may  go  at  any  season  of  the  year,  j 
Throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  Ouabache 
the  banks  are  pretty  high,  and  in  the  ri  ver  are 
a great  many  islands.  Many  shrubs  and 
trees  are  found  here  unknown  to  us. 

Within  a mile  of  the  Twightwee  village,  I 
was  met  by  the  chiefs  of  that  nation,  who  re- 
ceived 11s  very  kindly.  The  most  part  of 
these  Indians  knew  me,  and  conducted  me  to 
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their  village,  where  they  immediately  hoisted 
! an  English  flag  that  I had  formerly  given 
them  at  Fort  Pitt.  The  next  day  they  held  a 
council,  after  which  they  gave  me  up  all  the 
English  prisoners  they  had,  then  made  several 
speeches,  in  all  which  they  expressed  the 
great  pleasure  it  gave  them,  to  see  the  un- 
happy differences  which  embroiled  the  several 
nations  in  a war  with  their  brethren,  the 
English,  were  now  so  near  a happy  conclusion, 
and  that  peace  was  established  in  their 
country. 

The  Tvvightwee  village  is  situated  on  both 
sides  of  a river,  called  St.  Joseph's.  This 
river,  where  it  falls  into  the  Miame  river, 
about  aquartar  of  a mile  from  this  place,  is  one 
hundred  yards  wide,  on  the  east  side  of  which 
stands  a stockade  fort,  somewhat  ruinous. 

The  Indian  village  consists  of  about  forty 
or  fifty  cabins,  besides  nine  or  ten  French 
houses,  a f runaway  colony  from  Detroit, 
during  the  late  Indian  war ; they  were  con- 
cerned in  it,  and  being  afraid  of  punishment, 
came  to  this  post,  where  ever  since  they  have 
spirited  up  the  Indians  against  the  English. 
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; All  the  French  residing  here  are  a lazy,  indo- 
I lent  people,  fond  of  breeding  mischief,  and 
' spiriting  up  the  Indians  against  the  English, 

; and  should  by  no  means  be  suffered  to  remain 
here.  The  country  is  pleasant,  the  soil  rich 
| and  well  watered.  After  several  conferences  ; 
! with  these  Indians  and  their  delivering  me  up  1 
all  the  English  prisoners  they  had, 

On  the  6th  of  August  we  set  out  for 
Detroit,  down  the  Miames  river  in  a canoe.  ] 
This  river  heads  about  ten  miles  from  hence.  ! 

i , : 

i The  river  is  not  navigable  till  you  come  to  : 
1 the  place  where  the  river  St.  Joseph  joins  it,  j 
i and  makes  a considerable  large  stream,  never- 
theless we  found  a great  deal  of  difficulty  in  ! 
getting  our  canoe  over  shoals,  as  the  waters  ! 
at  this  season  were  very  low.  The  banks  of  | 
the  river  are  high,  and  the  country  overgrown  j 
with  lofty  timber  of  various  kinds;  the  land  j 
is  level,  and  the  woods  clear.  About  ninety 
miles  from  the  Miames  or  Twightwee,  we 
came  to  where  a large  river,  that  heads  in  a 
large  lick,  falls  into  the  Miame  river;  this 
the}7  cab  the  Forks.  The  Ottawas  claim  this 
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country,  and  hunt  here,  where  game  is  very 
' plenty.  From  hence  we  proceeded  to  the 
Ottawa  village.  This  nation  formerly  lived 
at  Detroit,  but  is  now  settled  here,  on  account 
of  the  richness  of  the  country,  where  game  is 
always  to  be  found  in  plenty.  Here  we  were 
obliged  to  get  out  of  our  canoes,  and  drag 
them  eighteen  miles,  on  account  of  the  rifts 
which  interrupt  the  navigation.  At  the  end 
of  these  rifts,  we  came  to  a village  of  the 
Wyandotts,  who  received  11s  very  kindly; 
and  from  thence  we  proceeded  to  the  mouth 
of  this  river,  where  it  falls  into  Lake  Erie. 
From  the  Miames  to  the  lake  is  computed  one 
hundred  and  eighty  miles,  and  from  the 
entrance  of  the  river  into  the  lake  to  Detroit, 
is  sixty  miles;  that  is,  forty-two  miles  upon 
the  lake,  and  eighteen  miles  up  the  Detroit 
river  to  the  garrison  of  that  name.  The  land 
on  the  lake  side  is  low  and  flat.  We  passed 
< several  large  rivers  and  bays,  and  on  the  16th 
of  August,  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  at 
Detroit  river.  The  country  here  is  much 
higher  than  on  the  lake  side  ; the  river  is 
about  nine  hundred  yards  wide,  and  the 
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current  runs  very  strong.  There  are  several 
| tine  and  large  islands  in  this  river,  one  of 
I which  is  nine  miles  long  ; its  banks  high  and 
| the  soil  very  good. 

j 17th.  In  the  morning  we  arrived  at  the  fort, 
j which  is  a large  stockade,  inclosing  about 
j eighty  houses,  it  stands  close  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  on  a high  bank,  commands  : 
i a very  pleasant  prospect  for  nine  miles  above  ; I 
i and  nine  miles  below  the  fort ; the  country  is  . 
thick  settled  with  French,  their  plantations  j 
are  generally  laid  out  about  three  or  four  acres  | 
in  breadth  on  the  river,  and  eighty  acres  in  j 
j depth  ; the  soil  is  good,  producing  plenty  of  j 
? grain.  All  the  people  here  are  generally  poor  ; 

wretches  and  consist  of  three  or  four  hundred  j 
! French  families,  a lazy,  idle  people,  depending  j 
chiefly  on  the  savages  for  their  subsistence; 
though  the  land,  with  little  labour,  produces  j 
plenty  of  grain,  they  scarcely  raise  as  much  I 
as  will  supply  their  wants,  in  imitation  of  the  I 
Indians,  whose  manners  and  customs  they 
have  entirely  adopted,  and  cannot  subsist 
without  them.  The  men,  women  and  child- 
ren speak  the  Indian  tongue  perfectly  well. 


. 
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i In  the  last  Indian  war  the  most  part  of  the 
! French  were  concerned  in  it,  (although  the 
| whole  settlement  had  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
| giance  to  his  Britannic  Majesty)  they  have, 
therefore,  great  reason  to  be  thankful  to  the 
English  clemency  in  not  bringing  them  to  de- 
served punishment.  Before  the  late  Indian 
war  there  resided  three  nations  of  Indians  at 
this  place  : the  Putawatimes,  whose  village 
was  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  about  one 
mile  below  the  fort ; the  Ottawas,  on  the  east 
side,  about  three  miles  above  the  fort ; and 
the  Wyondotts,  whose  village  lays  on  the  east 
side,  about  two  miles  below  the  fort.  The 
former  two  nations  have  removed  to  a con- 
siderable distance,  and  the  latter  still  remain 
where  they  were,  and  are  remarkable  for  their 
good  sense  and  hospitality.  They  have  a 
particular  attachment  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  the  French,  by  their  priests,  having 
taken  uncommon  pains  to  instruct  them. 

During  my  stay  here,  I held  frequent  con- 
ferences with  the  different  nations  of  Indians 
assembled  at  this  place,  with  whom  I settled 
matters  to  their  general  satisfaction. 
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SEPTEMBER  26th.  Set  out  from  Detroit 
for  Niagara;  passed  Lake  Erie  along 
! the  north  shore  in  a birch  canoe,  and  arrived 
| the  8th  of  October  at  Niagara.  The  riaviga- 
| tion  of  the  lake  is  dangerous  for  batteaux  or 
I canoes,  by  reason  the  lake  is  very  shallow  for  j 
J a considerable  distance  from  the  shore.  The  j 
| bank,  for  several  miles,  high  and  steep,  and 
j affords  a harbour  for  a single  batteau.  The  i 
| lands  in  general,  between  Detroit  and 
! X iagara,  are  high,  and  the  soil  good,  with 
! several  fine  rivers  falling  into  the  lake.  The  j 
distance  from  Detroit  to  Xiagara  is  computed 
three  hundred  miles. 

! | 
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A List  of  the  Different  Nations  and  Tribes  of 
Indians  in  the  Northern  District  of  North 
America,  with  the  Number  of  their 
Fighting  Men. 


NAMES  OF 
| THE  TRIBES. 

Nos. 

THEIR  DWELLING  GROUND. 

THEIR 

Hunting  Ground. 

Mohocks,  a 

i 

100 

Mohock  River, 

Bet.  that  and 
Lake  George. 

Oneidas,  b 

300 

East,  side  of  Oneida  Lake,  and  on  In  the  country 
the  head  waters  of  the  east!  they  live  in. 

; branch  of  Susquelmnnah.  ! 

Tuscai*oras,  b 

200 

; Between  the  Oneidas  and  Onan- 
dagoes. 

! Bet  Oneida  lake 
& lake  Ontario. 

Onandagoes  b 

260 

Near  the  Onandago  Lake. 

Bet.  Onandago 
lake  & mouth 
Jot  Seneca  river, 
Inear  Oswego. 

Cayugas,  b 

200 

On  two  small  Lakes,  called  the 
Cayuagas,  on  the  north  branch  or 
Susquebannah. 

\\  here  they  live 

Senecas,  b 

! 

1000 

Seneca  Country,  on  the  waters  Their  chief 
of  Slisquehannah,  the  waters  of  hunting  coun- 
Lake  Ontario,  and  on  the  heads  try  there- 
of Ohio  River.  iabouts. 

Aughquagasc 

150 

East  branch  of  Slisquehannah 
i River,  and  on  Aughquaga. 

Where  they 
live. 

Nanticokes,  c 100 1 
Mohickons,  c 100  > 
i Conoys,  c i 30  \ 

Ulsanango.  Chaghmett,  Oswego, 
and  on  the  east,  branch  of  Sus- 
quehannah. 

do 

Monsays,  c 
Sapooncs,  c 
Delawares,  c 

,150  S 

At  Diahogo,  and  other  villages  up 
1 the  north  branch  of  Susquehan- 
na h. 

do 
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Delawares,  d 600  ;Bet.  the  Ohio  and  lake  Erie,  on | Where  they  live, 
j the  branches  of  Beavercreek, 

Muskingum  ami  Guyehugo. 

Shawnesse,d  300  On  Scioto  & branch  of  Muski’ml  do 

Mohiekone.  d 300  In  villages  near  Sandusky.  Onth«;  head  bank  I 
Coghnawages  d of  Scioto. 

Twightwees.  e -250  Miame  river,  near  Fort  Miame  On  the  ground] 
Wky  ougli  t a-  300  where  they  live.  I 

nies,  f 

I Pyankeslias,  / 3<X) ) On  the  branches  of  Ouabache,  Bet.  Ouitanon  & ! 
I Shockays,/  200  ^ near  Fort  Ouitanon.  the  Miames. 

Huskhuskeysgr  300  ) Near  the  t* 1  reach  Settlements. 

I Illinois,  g 300  $ in  the  Illinois  Country. 

] Wayondotts.  h 250  ) Near  Fort  Detroit.  About  lake  Erie.  | 

Otto  was,  h too  > 

] Putawatimes,  h 150  > 

Chipawas,  i ) 200  On  Saganna Creek,  which  euip-  1 hereabouts.  j 
'Ottawa**,  i > ties  into  lake  Huron. 

! Chipawas,  j ) 400  ? Near  Michilimachinac.  On  the  north  side  j 

I Ottawas,  j 25o  > of  lake  Huron.  I 

i Chipawas,*  k 400  Near  the  entrance  of  lake  Su- Thereabouts. 

perior,  and  not  far  from  Fort 
St.  Marys. 

| Chepawas,  A:  ) Near  Fort  LaBay  on  the  lake  Hunting  ground! 

Mynonamiesfc > 550  Michigan.  is  thereabouts,  i 

Shoe-keys,  k \ 1 I 

Putawaiimes,  k 150  { Near  Fort  St.  Joseph’s.  Thereabouts.  j 

I O'  taw  as,  k 150  s 

i Kicapoos,A  'i  On  lake  Michigan  and  between  Where  they  re-! 
| Outtagamiesi  | it  and  the  Mississippi.  spectively  live.  ! 

I Musquutans,£  i 
i Miscotins.  I [ 4000 
! Outtamacks,?  | 

| Musquakevs IJ 

Oswegatches,  h 100  Settled  at  Swagatcliy  in  Can- Thereabouts, 
ada,  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence 

| 

I Conn  seda-1  Near  Montreal. 

I goes,  k ! 300 

; Cog  h n e w a - | Settled  near  Trois  Rivers. 

goes,  k J 

: O ron docks,  k 1001 

: Abonakies,  k 150  > j 

A lugon kins,  k 100  ) 

La  Suit, f loooo  South-west  of  lake  Superior. 


a These  are  the  oldest  Tribe  of  the  Confedeiacy  of  the  Six 

i Nations. 

b Connected  with  New  York,  part  of  the  Confederacy  with  New 
! York. 

-!  c Connected  with,  and  depending  on  the  Five  Nations. 

, d Dependent  on  the  Six  Nations,  and  connected  with  Pennsyl- 
vania. ^ 

e Connected  with  Pennsylvania. 

/ Connected  with  the  Twightwees. 
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g These  two  nations  the  English  had  never  any  trade,  or  connec- 
tion with. 

h Connected  formerly  with  the  French. 

i Connected  with  the  Indians  about  Detroit,  and  dependent  on  ! 
the  commanding  officer. 

J Always  connected  with  the  French. 

k Connected  with  the  French. 

I Never  connected  in  any  trade  or  otherwise  with  the  English. 

* There  are  several  villages  of  Chapawas  settled  along  the  bank 
of  Lake  Superior,  but  as  I have  no  knowledge  of  that  country,  can-  j 
not  ascertain  their  numbers 

t These  are  a nation  of  Indians  settled  south-west  ot  Lake  Su-  ! 
perior,  called  by  the  French  La  Sue  : who,  by  the  best  account  that  1 
could  ever  get  from  the  French  and  Indians,  are  computed  ten 
j thousand  fighting  men.  They  spread  over  a large  tract  of  country,  j 
j and  have  forty  odd  villages  : in  which  country  are  several  other  i 
tribes  of  Indians,  who  are  tributaries  to  the  Lasues,  none  of  whom, 

I except  a very  few,  have  ever  known  the  use  of  fire-arms  ; as  yet  but  ! 
i two  villages.  I suppose  the  French  don’t  choose  to  risk  a trade  j 
among  such  a powerful  body  of  people,  at  so  vast  a distance. 


